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7 January 1959

Mr. J.T, Campbell

Head of Monitoring Service

The British Broadcasting Service
Caversham Park, Reading, Berks,

Dear Johni

This letter will attempt to answer some of the questions raised during

ny brief visit to Caversham early in December, As you suspected, operations
have been earried on with a great deal of difficulty at times, Por 3 long
period use of private vehicles was banned, and all personnel had to ride
Station buses, This was done partly as a safety measure but also to assure
passage through road blocks and during curfews, Bus schedules had to be
strictly adhered to which meant that a late evening bus could be held over
for only the most urgent material, The whole staff is to be commended for
its devotion to duty during sueh trying times, Wot a program was lost.
As you have seen in copy and in the newspapers, the political situation
improved greatly during December even to the point where most travel re-
strictions were lifted, There is now much optimism, and all hope that a
permanent solution will at last be found,

It was due to the resignation of a teletypist early in October that
the 01000500 GMP gep in communications occurred, Partly because of the
situation, this vacancy could not immediately be filled, It was thought
that it would be better to have no teletypist at all during a four-hour
period five times a week when there was no material being processed by
monitors than to reduce the number on another shift, On rare occasions
the rigid bus schedule made it neeessary to hold routine material until
the following marning, Approximately 15 January the newly hired telee
tzpht will have completed his training, and the machines will be manned
2 hours a day,

As far as I can determine there is no eriticism of Gable & Wireless
at all, Radio outages continue to plague us at times, being as much as
six hours on 17 December, but there is no indication that these are caused
by anything but poor propagation eonditions, C & W has been helpful, A
little over two weeks ago they offered to run some of our traffic on a
second circult in order to get rid of a backlog, This was not feasible,
however, as London could not man that end of the circuit, I was at first
worried that such a proceduwre would lead to extra costs, They assured me
that it would not, but this seems doubtful if additional help were nece
essarye I do not believe that this will be offered again except possibly
as a substitute for the normal line should this fail because of something
other than reception,
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of course,
selested, well-edited copy, Attention of the tors been
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standards of the new Arsbic monitors, 1 was surprised to find [

val, the T 4 of Sassaran's and Chandlee's exchange of messages
.vﬁhcuva::g. Arsd briefs, meny of which would like to bave fairly
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invelved to be discussed here, Ham,m,lookingmwhoﬁther-
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Sincerely, 25X1

Chief, Mediterranean Bureau, FBIS
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